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RUSSIA ON THE WAY TO EMERGENCE OF GLOBAL (CIVILIZATIONAL) GEOPOLITICS

The1global2trend towards emergence of a multipolar world 
order unfolds right before our eyes. What is happening will 
take years to acquire its real contours, but even today the 
signs of multipolarity are becoming more and more visible. 
Just recall S. Huntington’s concept of local civilizations, 
thanks to which the classical (power, military) geopolitics 
gradually began to become global (civilizational).

Now not only states, but also local civilizations, inter-
national unions and organizations (for example, the Uni-
ted Nations, the European Union and the Eurasian Eco-
nomic Union, the North Atlantic Treaty Organization and 
the Collective Security Treaty Organization, the Shanghai 
Coopera tion Organization and the Organization of Turkic 
States) are seen as actors in global geopolitics.

After the collapse of the Soviet Union, there was a trend 
toward establishing of a unipolar world headed by the Unit-
ed States, but as years go by, world politics and internation-
al relations experts are ever more confi dently speaking of 
the coming multipolar world order.

One example of this is the speech by I. S. Ivanov3 at the 
20th Annual Conference of the Baltic Forum “USA, EU and 
Russia – a new reality” (2015). Here are his words on the 
decline of the Greater Europe: “It has become fashionable 
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to claim that Greater Europe from Lisbon to Vladivostok is 
being replaced by Greater Eurasia from Shanghai to Minsk. 
Although the contours of Greater Eurasia remain shaky and 
unclear in many respects, one cannot fail to see the objec-
tive and long-term nature of the processes of establishing 
a new transnational economic and political structure. Euro-
Atlantic and Eurasia are emerging as new centers of global 
gravity, and the relationship between them is becoming the 
main axis of future world politics... 

Our task is to determine the rules of the game between 
the Euro-Atlantic and Eurasia, which would minimize the 
risks of uncontrolled confrontation, create opportunities for 
dialogue and cooperation in solving common problems and 
restoring manageability of the international system.”4

Four years later, V. A. Chizhov – Permanent Representa-
tive of the Russian Federation to the European Union, Am-
bassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary, who took part 
in the 17th Rhodes Forum “Dialogue of Civilizations” (con-
ference “Global (dis)order: Towards dialogue-based world-
views”) – delivered a report entitled “Global (dis)order and 
European (in)security,” in which he said that the European 
Union was founded “not on values, but on interests, as an 
instrument to prevent a new war in Europe... Now the EU 
has, in a sense, returned to its original purpose and has again 
turned into an instrument to align the interests of its mem-
ber states. In less than three weeks, the new European Com-
mission will begin its work. Its head Ursula von der Leyen 
defi ned it as “geopolitical.” Let’s see how geopolitics per-
formed by the newly elected European Commissioners will 
help overcome the crisis phenomena I listed above and to pre-
serve the global position of Europe in the broad sense, both 
in economy and politics, in a changing multipolar world... 

But I would like to point out the obvious. The only way 
for the European Union not to turn into a run-down “back-
yard” of the world economy and politics as early as this cen-
tury is the unifi cation of Europe or even Eurasia from Lisbon 
to Vladivostok... As for a more general “recipe” for the unifi -
cation of Eurasia – in our opinion, it fi ts into a simple phrase: 
integration of integrations. I mean conjunction of the eco-
nomic potentials of the two largest integration projects that 
coexist on our continent – the EAEU and the EU. 

Notably, this recipe was fi rst documented at the Russia-
EU summit in Moscow in 2005, in the Roadmap for Com-
mon Space of External Security: “Russia and the Europe-
an Union recognize that the processes of regional coopera-
tion and integration in which they participate and which are 
based on the sovereign decisions of states, play an impor-
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tant role in strengthening security and stability. They agree 
to actively promote these processes in a mutually benefi cial 
way through result-oriented close cooperation and dialogue 
between Russia and the European Union, thus effectively 
contributing to creating a Greater Europe without dividing 
lines based on common values. 

In my opinion, it is hardly arguable that “Greater Eura-
sia” with its linkage of the investment and technological 
potential of the EU and the resource base of Russia and its 
EAEU partners will be able to compete with the rapidly de-
veloping Asia-Pacifi c Region (APR).1

Meanwhile, the power policy that the European Union 
is pursuing today does not aim at overcoming the crisis phe-
nomena in Western politics, taking into account the forma-
tion of a multipolar world and other global changes. On the 
contrary, since the start of the special military operation in 
Ukraine, EU policy has become even more odious.

Moreover, it should be remembered that the strategic 
objective of Russia’s relations with the EU was clearly for-
mulated in the Foreign Policy Concept of the Russian Fed-
eration (approved on October 30, 2016), which mentions 
three regions of the Eurasian continent – Euro-Atlantic, 
Eurasian and Asia-Pacifi c: “Creating a common econom-
ic and humanitarian space from Atlantic to Pacifi c on the 
basis of harmonization and coupling of European and Eur-
asian integration processes.”2

It is obvious that the Foreign Policy Concept of the 
Russian Federation will undergo certain changes and will 
be adopted in a new version after completion of the spe-
cial military operation and rethinking of global geopoliti-
cal shifts in the world.

In the course of discussions on Greater Eurasia, the 
Greater Eurasian Partnership and Russia’s place in it, Rus-
sian Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov, speaking in the Fed-
eration Council of the Russian Federation on December 
1, 2021, defi ned the current status of our state as follows: 
“Russia is a great Eurasian, Euro-Pacifi c power.”3

This reminds of the proud words addressed by Chancel-
lor A. M. Gorchakov to the European governments after the
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Crimean War: “Russia isn’t getting angry – it’s getting fo-
cused” (“La Russie ne boude pas – elle se recueille”). Thus 
continues the tradition of Russia’s open and clear policy. 
However, this policy updates with time: today it is in line 
with V. Putin’s statement about the need to keep the West in 
tension (“a certain tension has arisen there”4). 

This Russian position clearly expresses one of the key 
trends of our time: mutual isolation of states and their resis-
tance to attempts to exert external infl uence on their behav-
ior after the end of the “thirty-year transition” that followed 
the Cold War.5 The need to keep the West in tension is a nat-
ural response to the hybrid (including cognitive) warfare 
waged against Russia, which has defi ned the global politi-
cal and military agenda in recent years. 

Today, Russia is perceived by Europeans as an empire, 
as Hélène Carrère d’Encausse, a well-known French histori-
an and political scientist, permanent secretary of the French 
Academy, wrote in her book “Eurasian Empire.” Based on 
a detailed review of the political intricacies of life in post-
Soviet Russia, she asks: Since the idea of Eurasianism has 
once again become popular in Russia under the infl uence 
of nationalists who are nostalgic for the empire and see this 
idea as a means to realize the imperial dream, should we 
conclude that “the importance the Russian government at-
taches to Islam and Asia today is the last manifestation of 
an imperial mentality that survived the Empire’s demise? 
Or is it, simply, the pragmatism of a state that is learning to 
live without an empire and trying to replace it after its col-
lapse with a zone of special infl uence based on a kind of 
a ‘Monroe Doctrine a-la Russe’? Will Russia, inspired by 
the American example, eventually be transformed into a re-
public-empire?”6

The answer can hardly be unambiguous. Still, Eurasia, 
as the center of geopolitical and other interests of many 
countries, is seen differently by the states – of the Eurasian 
continent itself, be they great powers or limitrophe states, 
and of those who observe from the shores of other conti-
nents. Russian geo-civilization, in turn, should be seen as 
one of the poles of a polycentric world order.
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