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RUSSIA’S ROLE IN ASSERTION TRADITIONAL SPIRITUAL AND MORAL VALUES:

Today, we can state a systemic crisis between traditional
civilizational values and the values of the neoliberal glo-
balizing world, which is based on the contradiction between
two types of civilizational development — secular-humanis-
tic and religious-traditional.

Spiritual and moral values have been one of the foun-
dations of the development of Russian statehood through-
out the history of our country. The problems of forming,
assertion and promoting traditional spiritual and moral val-
ues, both on the domestic political track and within inter-
national relations, are currently one of the hottest topics on
the political agenda.

Speaking about the ideological scope of the ‘tradition-
al values’ concept, we can note that in a broad sense, tra-
ditional values are a certain set of principles and rules that
have come from the depths of centuries and have formed
a certain “correct” form of social behavior and interac-
tion, where, according to I. Kant, “a will is determined
by morality.”® Thus, a jurisprudence science supports that
one of the sources of law is tradition, which in this case
acts as a kind of public relations regulator. In a narrow-
er sense, traditional values are also a set of the same prin-
ciples and rules, but unique ones for each state and deter-
mined through the influence of ideology, culture, religion,
political regime, etc.

Currently, traditional values are usually understood as
a kind of matrix, where the human dignity, human rights
and freedoms, patriotism, citizenship, service to homeland
and responsibility for its fate, high moral ideals, strong fa-
mily, creative labor, priority of the spiritual over the mate-
rial, humanism, mercy, justice, collectivism, mutual assis-
tance and mutual respect, historic memory, and continuity
of generations. This is exactly the definition we can find in
the draft “The Fundamentals of State Policy for the Pres-
ervation and Strengthening of Traditional Russian Spiritual
and Moral Values”.*

A similar formulation, as rightly noted by the Russian
researcher I. I. Gorlova: “...in general reflects the estab-
lished approach to traditional values as intended to prevent
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NOW IS THE TIME TO ACT?

the disunity of society and preserve the unity of a multina-
tional country.”

Historically in Russia, the protection of traditional val-
ues has been viewed as a tool for promoting and protect-
ing Russian interests in international relations, including by
protecting the interests and rights of Orthodox Christians
around the world, where after the fall of Byzantium it was
the Moscow Tsardom, and later the Russian Empire posi-
tioned itself as the main defender of the traditional values of
Christianity. The idea of protecting Slavic peoples in Euro-
pe, Orthodox Christians in the spirit of “fraternal help” was
reflected in specific historic events.

Considering the historical narratives of traditional val-
ues in Russia, we are talking about the natural process of
their formation within the established cultural and political
community that unites many different peoples of different
faiths. The family, along with self-restraint and patriotism,
was one of the foundations of society lifestyle pattern, also
as the sacrament of marriage as the union of one man and
one woman, the family spiritual life expressed in regular
visits to religious institutions, observance of religious rites,
veneration of God, commandments, and elders. It should
be noted that in all religious and cultural traditions, fami-
ly, childbearing, and upbringing of the younger generation
were one of the fundamental concepts, around which val-
ues and relationships of members of society were formed,
regardless of social organization. Throughout Russian his-
tory, spiritual and moral values have been the solid founda-
tion of the Russian state.

For the first time in the Russian political discourse, it was
at the state level that the ‘traditional values’ category was
voiced in 2012 within V. V. Putin’s program article “Russia:
the National Question”, where the values that are “common
to all traditional religions of Russia” were outlined.®

In the text of the Address to the Federal Assembly of
the Russian Federation, announced by the President at
the end of 2013, the ‘traditional values’ category takes on
clearer outlines in the form of “a thousand-year history”,
“the spiritual and moral foundations of the civilization of
each people”, and includes the values of “genuine human
life, including religious life, not only material life, but also
spiritual.”’

And today, Russian President V. V. Putin notes the need
to defend and assert traditional values all over the world,
where in some countries this has been forgotten.® Ideologi-
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cally close to Russian traditional values, conservative ideas
of the countries of the Christian (Catholic) West currently
tend to be erased from the socio-political discourse, being
recognized as marginal and inconsistent with the ‘progres-
sive’ neoliberal agenda.

In the modern world, the so-called ‘collective West’
considers traditional values using a secular-humanistic ap-
proach to civilizational development, in which they are
given oblivion along with traditional society and the state.
At that, to accelerate the blurring of the concept of gen-
der, family and marriage values, programs are being im-
plemented to promote LGBT rights and spread the ideas of
radical feminism.

Thus, under the auspices of the Administration of US
Presidents D. Biden, acts were adopted aimed at protecting
and promoting the rights and interests of sexual minorities
around the world.! In Germany, the concept of promoting
the LGBT community is also becoming one of the concep-
tual directions of foreign policy. At that, citizens, scientists,
journalists, artists, religious and public figures and politi-
cians who disagree with this approach experience enormous
pressure and discrimination, in some cases reaching the so-
called ‘cancel culture’.?

At another point, Russia advocates, considering tradi-
tional values as one of the fundamental markers of civili-
zational and national identity. Modern Russia is one of the
few modern states, where narratives of traditional values are
reflected in normative legal acts, including in the higher or-
der one — the Constitution.

If in the Western world, we can observe the process of
erasing traditional values not only from public conscious-
ness, but also from various documents, then in Russia, there
is a reverse trend, which is most clearly visible on the ex-
ample of the adopted amendments to the Constitution of the
Russian Federation.

Thus, definitions were included in the main law of the
country, consolidating the institution of marriage as the
union of one man and one woman, preserving the herit-
age and ideals of ancestors, historically formed state unity,
and faith in God. The rules adopted as part of the relevant
amendments to the Constitution reflect the basic values of
the tradition-based approach and are based on historically
established moral principles, and reflect the basic values
of the absolute majority of Russian society. It can be stat-
ed with confidence that the topics, related to the support
of the traditional family, spirituality, motherhood, father-
hood, are penetrating deeper into the political discourse of
modern Russia.

In addition, the Russian legal field has acts prohibiting
the promotion of homosexuality among minors and the dis-
semination of relevant information, and a number of inter-
national treaties and conventions regulating the legal status
of the LGBT community have not been signed or ratified by
the Russian Federation.

Traditional spiritual and moral values are also reflect-
ed in a number of conceptual documents of strategic plan-
ning, namely:
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— The Concept of the Foreign Policy of the Russian Fed-
eration (2023);

— The Concept of Humanitarian Policy of the Russian
Federation Abroad (2022);

— Russia’s National Security Strategy (2021);

— Information Society Development Strategy (2017);

— The Strategy of Development of Education in the Rus-
sian Federation for the Period up to 2025 (2015);

— The Strategy of the State Cultural Policy for the Peri-
od up to 2030 (2016).

The variety of documents, which engage with the con-
cept of ‘traditional values’ to one extent or another, indi-
cates a conceptual understanding of the need for systematic
work, the activities of relevant authorities, and civil society
institutions to form an appropriate pedagogic, educational,
and cultural policy in the country in general.

Despite the rather pronounced trend that we discussed
above, a number of actors of the domestic political spec-
trum, primarily the so-called representatives of the ‘non-
systemic opposition’, persons who perform foreign agent
functions, take a frankly pro-Western position formed by
overseas and Western European curators; and continue to
focus on the need to promote the ideas of spiritual secu-
larization, discrediting traditional religious confessions ex-
pressed in the promotion of LGBT values, the change of
socio-cultural stereotype of behavior, gender diversity, the
ideas of radical feminism, sexprosvet (sexual education),
the legalization of prostitution, the inculcation of abortion,
consumption cult development, by positioning these in the
form of a pattern of progressive European values.

At that, Russia’s assertion of traditional values, both in
foreign policy and within the country, is positioned by such
actors as an archaic vestige, a rollback to the totalitarian
past, or analogies are drawn with the political regimes of
a number of Arab states.’

Realizing that such ideas do not directly find under-
standing and support in Russian society, as evidenced by
various sociological studies*, agents of Western influence,
among whom there are not only politicians, but also indi-
vidual figures of culture, art, public figures, video bloggers,
use soft power tools, promoting such an agenda through
mass culture, education sphere, and pseudoscientific re-
search.

Thus, there is a latent ideological and psychological im-
pact on the minds of Russian youth and society as a whole,
consisting in the imposition of behavioral stereotypes of
denial of state patriotism, service to the homeland, procre-
ation, selfishness, immorality and permissiveness that are
historically alien to them. Such activities targeted at replac-
ing moral guidelines in Russian society, primarily in the
youth environment, should be considered as one of the main
threats to public and social security.

Realizing these risks in terms of the demographic sit-
uation in modern Russia, with its low birth rate, at vari-
ous venues and round tables, politicians and public figures
demand to ban the propaganda of not only homosexuality,
but also transsexualism, abortion, the child-free movement,
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and other behavior that affects the consciousness of the on-
coming generation and ultimately as a result, the birth rate.

In this regard, it seems obvious to develop mechanisms
to counteract the erasing of traditional spiritual and moral
values in Russian society, primarily in the youth environ-
ment. After all, a conniving attitude to this problem inevi-
tably leads to a weakening of the unity of the multinational
people of the Russian Federation, which means a weaken-
ing of Russian statehood.

The unprecedented international pressure that the Rus-
sian Federation is currently under, as well as the ideo-
logemes of the Special Military Operation in Ukraine based
on values such as service to the fatherland, patriotism, mu-
tual assistance, justice, have actualized the public discourse
around values related to state patriotism. The strategy of
promoting spiritual and moral values and guidelines in fore-
ign policy that will contribute to the formation of a new,
just world order, dispute resolution and conflict prevention,
has been enshrined in the new edition of the Foreign Policy
Concept of the Russian Federation in 2023. This was done
in a timely manner.

In the modern conditions of the development of interna-
tional political processes, the religious- and tradition-based
approach grounded on traditional spiritual and moral val-
ues that is currently distinctive for both Russia and Russian
society, can become a systemic determinant of moderniza-
tion and a factor of global competitive advantage in the in-
ternational arena.

Russia’s assertion of traditional values in the interna-
tional arena has become one of the stumbling blocks in in-
ternational relations between Russia and the West. The sec-
ond half of the 20th century is characterized as the time of
the emergence in Western Europe of the ideological forma-
tion of tendencies to discredit religion, primarily Christi-
anity, as the basis of the traditional state and the tradition-
al family. It is this time interval that is associated with the
emergence of the theory of overpopulation of the earth and
the need to regulate quantitative indicators of population in
the world. Also, the ideas of political globalism related to
the restriction of national state interests, state sovereignty,
the transfer of part of state functions and powers to supra-
national and non-governmental bodies to make consolidat-
ed decisions based on certain ‘common interests’ are being
significantly developed.

With the neoliberal conception of ‘world politics’ for-
mulated by the American international scholar J. Rosenau,
the main actors, along with states, are numerous non-state
actors entering into relations with each other that have
a completely different nature than interstate relations. At
that, the actor interaction is formed regardless of the states
and is beyond the control of their central authorities.! De-
clining role of state institutions in political governance, eco-
nomic life, and public relations is one of the basic values
of liberalism.

The famous Austrian philosopher and economist Frie-
drich August von Hayek, considering the state functions
in his works, put forward theses about the need to transfer
a number of such functions to the private sector.
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Similar ideas were also expressed by the Austro-Ameri-
can economist, philosopher and historian L. von Mises, who
spoke about the need to decline the role of state property in
favor of private property as the main principle of “organiz-
ing human society life”.

R. C. Cornuel, an American libertarian writer, deve-
loped the concept of the so-called ‘third sector’ that was
based on the possibility of more efficient implementation of
a number of state functions by non-state structures.*

As part of the attack on the traditional state in the West-
ern world, an attack began on the traditional family. In
1952, the International Planned Parenthood Federation was
formed, which, declaring the seemingly harmless goals of
family planning and preparing parents for childbirth, be-
gan actively promoting various mechanisms for restriction
of birth.

At the level of state policy, these proposals included
the reduction of social benefits and preferences for large
families, pregnant women, young mothers, and the ide-
as of voluntary sterilization, decriminalization, and mor-
al justification of abortions, as well as depathologization
of homosexuality were promoted in society. The latter as-
pect seems to be the most significant in terms of the attack
on traditional values, because it is the exclusion of homo-
sexuality from the list of mental diseases and pathologies
that has allowed deploying in full the tools of its propa-
ganda as a norm.

As the Russian researcher N. S. Semenova noted, “Of
course, same-sex relationships, like other ‘non-traditional
sexual relations,” have been known for centuries, but un-
til the 20th century no one tried to equate them with the
traditional family relationships, presenting them as the
same norm. Moreover, in most countries that have legal-
ized same-sex relationships, children are beginning to be
accustomed to their ‘normality’ and ‘naturalness.’ Parents
who try to prevent children from obtaining such knowledge,
facing the responsibility from the administrative penalty to
criminal penalties.””

Today, we can observe the implementation of such an
approach in the ‘progressive’ Western world in terms of de-
pathologization of bestiality and decriminalization of pedo-
philia. This is due to the fact that traditional European con-
servatives openly surrender their positions to the neoliber-
als, their party ideology is becoming more and more distant
from traditionalism. As the Russian researcher M. A. Bur-
da noted, “As an example, we can cite the attitude of con-
servative parties to the legalization of same-sex marriage,
migration policy, the depth of European integration, etc.,
which does not fundamentally differ from the ideas of the
liberal wing.”®

However, not all European political forces follow with-
in the framework of the paradigm of values set by the Neo-
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liberals. The attack on traditional values carried out in the
United States and the European Union also does not find
unconditional support in society, which is reflected in the
inculcation of a number of political forces that were con-
sidered marginal ten years ago.

Taking into account the still existing demand for tradi-
tional values in Western society, an empty niche is occu-
pied by European right-wing parties, which are currently
the only fighters defending traditional European Christian
values. It is also necessary to take into account the exponen-
tially growing Muslim population of Europe that also has
a strong traditionalist basis and, in this regard, is very criti-
cal of depopulation propaganda.

Even broader groups of society in Eastern European
countries (Hungary, Serbia, Poland, Bulgaria) support pol-
iticians who are ready to oppose the destruction of their
people in this melting pot of modern global Europe. Thus,
Hungary, Bulgaria, and Poland refused to ratify the Istanbul
Convention, which “teaches gender diversity”. In Poland,
more than 80 city councils have signed the “Family Char-
ter”, declaring them an LGBT-free zone.

We can state that the shift away from traditional spirit-
ual and moral values monotonously undermines the previ-
ously seemingly unshakable European unity. In such a sit-
uation, traditional values, which still remain significant for
the Christian states of Southern and Eastern Europe, the
Balkans, and their support become an element of construc-
tive and mutually beneficial interaction between Russia and
nationally-oriented political forces of European states op-
posing the secular-humanistic approach of globalism, which
makes a hybrid war against modern Russia.

This, in turn, requires the intensification of Russian dip-
lomatic activity, including within the implementation of ex-
isting mechanisms of soft power and people’s diplomacy. It
is obvious that the anti-Russian hysteria fueled in the West
makes it difficult to use formal channels of interaction with
political allies in Western countries, but this only actualizes
the importance of informal channels.

Modern Russia, which has assumed the role of one of
the main defenders of traditional values and the traditional
family as their most important component, has a significant
potential for coordinating relevant work among all actors
sharing this approach.

As we said above, modern globalism opposes not only
the traditional state, its political and economic independ-
ence, but also opposes the traditional family. It is the family
and childbearing that is the basis of sovereign demograph-
ic policy, which is one of the key elements of ensuring na-
tional security, and therefore preserving state sovereignty.

Speaking about the formal and legal aspect of the im-
plementation of the promotion of the concept of spiritual
and moral values in international relations, it is necessary
to take the following steps.

Firstly, to conduct a legal analysis of international doc-
uments ratified by the Russian Federation for their compli-
ance with the Constitution and to denounce individual pro-
visions or documents in general if they are aimed at pro-
moting the destructive agenda of reducing the birth rate,
terminating pregnancy, and promoting non-traditional sex-
ual relations.

Secondly, to initiate the development of international
documents (agreements, conventions) on the protection of
the family and traditional values, including at the level of

the CIS, the EAEU, and the Union State of Russia and Be-
larus, as well as BRICS.

Thirdly, to initiate discussion and adoption of interna-
tional documents protecting the life and rights of a child
from the moment of conception, as well as protecting him
from sexual assaults and LGBT propaganda.

As part of improving national legislation:

Firstly, to introduce the institute of accreditation (li-
censing) of the activities of non-profit organizations deal-
ing with issues of demography, migration, inter-gender
relations, in order to identify and close organizations en-
gaged in destructive activities aimed at countering tradi-
tional values.

Secondly, at the legislative level, further expand meas-
ures of social and credit and financial support for large fam-
ilies, young parents, parents with two children, including in
the field of educational opportunities on a budgetary basis,
additionally protect the legal status of pregnant women and
young mothers and fathers in the Labor Code, increase the
number of nursery groups in preschool institutions.

Thirdly, to initiate the introduction of the subject “The
Basis of Family Culture and Interaction” that is based on
traditional spiritual and moral values, into the school cur-
riculum.

As part of the formation of a positive image of a tradi-
tional family, a large family and traditional relationships,
to ensure:

Firstly, the availability of relevant information content
in the media, culture, art, commercials of a traditional fam-
ily — dad, mom, and several different-sex children.

Secondly, to hold thematic socio-political forums and
conferences, the main task of which will be the formation
of a positive image of modern Russia as a state actively pro-
moting and protecting traditional spiritual and moral values.

Such events can become a platform for effectively
countering the attempts of the “collective West” to isolate
Russia, as well as for cooperation with all political forces
that share a religious- and tradition-based approach, includ-
ing in unfriendly countries, focused on combating modern
political globalism.

The result of the work of such social and political dis-
cussion platforms can be declarations, memoranda, agree-
ments, conventions of various kinds, any formats of de-
clared international cooperation that can influence the pro-
motion of the concept of traditional spiritual and moral val-
ues in international relations.

In conclusion, it seems necessary to note that the Min-
istry of Culture has formulated the goals and objectives of
Russia’s state policy “in the sphere of traditional values.”
Among them: “to ensure Russia’s moral leadership in in-
ternational relations as a guardian of traditional universal
values” and countering “destructive ideology”. The empha-
sis is placed on the fact that “the activities of extremist and
terrorist organizations, the actions of the United States and
its allies, transnational corporations, and foreign non-prof-
it organizations pose a threat to traditional values.” Thus,
traditional values act as a means of improving world pol-
itics and the crisis economy. During a serious economic
crisis, even cynical politicians seek salvation in tradition-
al values, religion and moral foundations and speak of tra-
ditional values as a “life ring”, using which a global mar-
ket economy devoid of morality can float out. This idea is
not new for Russia. Russia has long asserted the need to
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strengthen moral principles in international relations, seek-
ing to reject double standards. The issue of the possibility
of combining traditional values and modern politics in the
West and East is already in the focus of progressive Rus-

sian diplomacy, and the task of preserving, strengthening,
and promoting traditional spiritual and moral values is be-
coming of crucial significance to the preservation of civi-
lization as a whole.





