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In1the conditions of the existential war waged by the col-
lective West against Russia, many things are being rein-
terpreted, including the value foundations of human exist-
ence. These processes are carried out most intensively in the 
countries that set the paradigm of modern geopolitical de-
velopment, and are refl ected in the strategic planning docu-
ments of these countries, which defi ne not only their goals 
and objectives, but also the axiological grounds for their im-
plementation. Values and metaphysical images of the world 
behind them take on a special signifi cance in the modern 
era; today, value worlds become the main target of the ene-
my, and their defense is a condition of victory in conscien-
tal and informational wars.

The commitment to traditional values is inherent in 
countries with centuries-long history, such as Russia and 
China. The importance of traditional values for Russia is 
refl ected in the National Security Strategies of the Russian 
Federation of 2015 and 20212, the Decree of the President 
of the Russian Federation dated November 9, 20223, where 
the basic values are defi ned as the protection of life, human 
rights and freedoms, family, labor, justice, historical unity 
of the peoples of Russia, the continuity of history, patriot-
ism, citizenship, serving the fatherland, and responsibility 
for its destiny.

In China, provisions related to national security deter-
mine the content of the decisions of the Congresses, resolu-
tions of the plenums of the Communist Party and the Cen-
tral Military Commission of the CPC Central Committee, 
documents of the Central Military Council and the State 
Council of the PRC, as well as the Law on National Secu-
rity and the White Paper “National Defense of the People’s 
Republic of China” open to the public.4 The documents re-
cord that “the PRC’s national security orientation on tradi-
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tional civilizational values will bring … success both with-
in mainland China and in the format of the global Chinese 
oecumene.”5

Mind that the basic documents defi ning the security 
and national sovereignty of Russia and China emphasize 
the traditional nature of basic values. This underscores not 
only the signifi cance of the states themselves in world his-
tory, but also demonstrates the relevance of these values to-
day. Of course, value systems, despite their relative inert-
ness, at least within a single generation, still change signif-
icantly, both under the infl uence of objective factors, such 
as technological progress, and under the purposeful infl u-
ence exercised through the systems of education, mass me-
dia, and mass culture. Despite the intensity of this impact 
on the consciousness of the Russians in the post-Soviet pe-
riod, which certainly led to a transformation of their value 
system, its basic matrices and attitudes have proven stable, 
according to the sociological research.

One of the key values within domestic culture is the va-
lue of the family – it is directly linked to such concepts as 
historical memory and continuity of generations. Among 
the terminal values – that is, those refl ecting the desired so-
cial relationships – the value of family was 61% in 1990, 
69.3% in 1994, 66.8% in 1998, and 72.8% in 2002. In 2010, 
“family ranked fi rst in the hierarchy of the Russians’ va-
lue conceptions on a fi ve-point scale (77.7%), along with 
such values as children (74.9%) and health (73.4%).”6 Ac-
cording to a study of 2022, the structure of value orien-
tations of modern Russian youth positions family values 
on the fi rst place of importance: “97% identifi ed family 
health and safety as important, 96% identifi ed family rela-
tionships; 95% identifi ed family fi nancial situation.”7 At the 
same time, the importance of the value of tradition is not 
lost, but signifi cantly increased – so, in 1990 the value of 
tradition was highlighted by 41.5%, in 2002 – by 45.3%8, 
in 2016 – by 58%9.

The values that the U. S. defi nes as basic are seen by the 
U. S. as universal, refl ecting ‘universal values.’ This is re-
fl ected in the 2015 and 2017 U. S. National Security Strat-
egies, the latter of which emphasizes that Russia and China 
together “seek to shape a world that is contrary to Ameri-
can values and interests.”10 In Strategy 2022, the U. S. goals 
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regarding Russia are even more explicitly defi ned as “lim-
iting Russia’s strategic economic sectors, including defense 
and aerospace, and… continuing to confront… Russia.”1

Among the ‘universal values’ that the U. S. intends to 
uphold everywhere, in addition to liberalism and democ-
racy, are the rights of sexual minorities, among them “les-
bian, gay, bisexual, and transgender people.”2 In 2011, the 
protection of these groups was declared a priority of U. S. 
foreign policy by B. Obama.3 Of course, the defi nition of 
values within the United States is the purview of this coun-
try alone. But the recognition of sexual minority rights as 
a universal value is certainly at odds with the real impera-
tives of non-Western countries – Russia, India, China, the 
Middle East, Asia, Africa, and Latin America.

At the same time, America and Europe have been con-
ducting a deliberate policy of discrediting traditional val-
ues, including the value of the family, which has led to its 
devaluation and actual abolition. The fi rst step in this direc-
tion was the 1959 U. S. State Department Report, voicing 
the idea of the need for population regulation. This thesis 
was fl eshed out in a memorandum that called for measures 
to “regulate the birthrate, including sterilization, abortion, 
reduction of social support for motherhood, and the encour-
agement of homosexuality.”4 To promote homosexuality as 
a normal behavior, homosexuality was removed from the 
American Psychiatric Association (APA) list of psychiatric 
disorders after three years of pressure. In 2021, President 
Joe Biden signed an executive order to protect and promote 
the rights of the LGBT community worldwide – a White 
House press release states that America “demonstrates lead-
ership in human rights by strengthening protections for the 
most vulnerable, including the LGBT community.”5

For Russia, LGBT propaganda is unacceptable. This is 
why Russia has not signed the Council of Europe’s Istanbul 
Convention on preventing and combating violence against 
women and domestic violence (2011). Along with good in-
tentions, the Convention contains the concept of ‘gender 
equality,’ which, however, is not limited to the customary 
relationship between the two sexes, but extends to “social-
ly constructed roles, behaviors, actions and attributes that 
a society considers appropriate for women and men.”6 For 
the same reason, Turkey, being the fi rst to ratify the Con-
vention, withdrew from it in 2021. According to its offi cial 
statement, “The Convention, originally intended to protect 
women’s rights, has been appropriated by a group of peo-
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ple trying to normalize homosexuality, which is incompat-
ible with Turkey’s social and family values.”7

In Russia, there is a similar position that is also related 
to traditions and religious postulates, and to national secu-
rity interests, where depopulation is one of the most signifi -
cant threats. Maintaining and strengthening traditional val-
ues, such as family and parenthood, has a positive effect on 
the spiritual health of the nation, and maintaining it is one 
of Russia’s top priorities.

Traditional values are the foundation of non-Western 
civilizations. They are inherently alien to the United States, 
which is understandable – traditions are preserved through 
people that practice them. In America, on the other hand, 
colonization took lives of up to 14 million indigenous peo-
ple, according to various estimates.8 A parallel process was 
the destruction of the “traditional type of economy, its sa-
cral justifi cation, traditions and beliefs, language, tradition-
al cultural activities, and forcible assimilation”9 of Indians. 
Similar damage was infl icted on the culture of black Afri-
cans displaced to America from Africa – their number is es-
timated at about 12 million people.10 Although the institution 
of slavery in the United States was abolished by President 
Abraham Lincoln in 1862, the document has not been for-
mally ratifi ed by about a quarter of the states – the last one 
being Mississippi just nine years ago, in 2013.11

This is why traditional values are not part of the U. S. 
axiological arsenal. As for the values of liberalism and de-
mocracy, they are not included in the value system of the 
Confucian, Hindu, Buddhist, and Islamic worlds. Russia’s 
values are also different from those of the United States. 
And today, it is clear that the boundaries between value sys-
tems are becoming lines of civilizational fractures.12

This is determined by the fact that values act as mean-
ings and understandings shared by most members of a soci-
ety and are the metaphysical foundation of a particular cul-
ture. And while for Russia traditional values are most rel-
evant, for the United States it is the issues raised by the so-
called ‘new ethics’ – the dominant Western discourse.

The philosophy of the new ethics elaborates the basic 
principles of the philosophy of tolerance – as a paradigm 
aimed at accepting group and individual differences, from 
ethnic to cultural, as normal, not to be pressured. Howev-
er, the ‘new ethics’ goes further by accepting these diverse 
manifestations as the only possibility, and all others, no 
matter how dominant, as reprehensible. The new ethics is 
postulated to oppose the ‘tyranny of the majority’ and to re-
move this ‘tyranny’ through its own injunctions and prohi-
bitions, “whose violation entails sanctions, sometimes very 
severe.”13
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One can see a certain continuity between the principles 
of the new ethics and the principles of multiculturalism. 
This trend, refl ected both in sociocultural practices and in 
their theoretical justifi cation, essentially refl ects the desire 
of ethnic and other cultural minorities as groups ‘discrimi-
nated against’ to justify their right to receive certain priv-
ileges. The main problem of modern Western democracy, 
however, is fi nding the right balance between ethnocultur-
al identity and legal norms; between the rights of minori-
ties, which must be upheld, and the rights of the majority, 
which correspond to the principle of equality of all citizens. 
S. Benhabib, author of the famous study on multicultural-
ism, shows that ‘minority discourse’ has gradually become 
dominant, making the majority social groups discriminat-
ed – not because of any negative social activity on their 
part, but only because of their ‘dominant’ position.

Of course, both the philosophy of tolerance and the phi-
losophy of multiculturalism were products of their time, re-
fl ecting a struggle with the social processes that character-
ized the development of the American legislative sphere 
and public thought during approximately three decades of 
the 20th and 21st centuries. They are a refl ection of real and 
complex problems generated by the policies of the Unit-
ed States during the colonization of America. Today, these 
problems fi nd their ultimate expression in the Black Lives 
Matter movement. While recognizing the importance of this 
social movement1 combatting racism and police violence 
against African Americans, we must say that in some rituals 
aimed at making white Americans aware of their privileges, 
there are clear features of the same discrimination against 
whites2 and not of democracy and equal rights.

The same principles can be traced in the philosophy of 
the ‘new ethics,’ where, as theater director K. Bogomolov 
noted, “ethical purity has replaced racial purity,” where 
each individual’s ethical past is “examined under a micro-
scope” for “harassment, abuses, or simply statements that 
do not correspond to the new system of values.”3
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Note that such a critique of the new ethic is not done 
from the perspective of traditional values, but from the 
perspective of the values that are quite Western – liberal-
ism and democracy, which are losing their universality and 
are adapting to the demands not so much of certain social 
groups as of the political forces behind them.

* * *
Obviously, all forms of culture are historically mediated, 
and their content corresponds to the context of the era, in 
which they develop. This applies both to morality, which is 
the object of research on ethics as a practical philosophy, 
and to ethics itself – not as self-consciousness of morality, 
but as a value-based, ‘moral’ consciousness. Both morality 
and ethics refl ect those social dominants that are produced 
by specifi c historical conditions. In this sense, special sig-
nifi cance of the ‘new ethics’ as a discourse related to cap-
turing and refl ecting the resentment consciousness and vic-
timhood can only be recognized if this paradigm is seen 
as a historically conditioned phenomenon rooted in the so-
cial development of American society. But in no way it is 
a universal concept that can be seen as some kind of an al-
ternative to the indigenous axiology. The very idea of op-
posing the ideology of imperialism, colonialism, and rac-
ism is certainly worthy of support. But it seems that these 
are rather the problems of the society where such ideology 
is widespread.

In the current situation of confrontation with the collec-
tive West, traditional Russian values must be treated with 
special care and protection. These meanings and under-
standings, which form the basis of Russian statehood, are 
targeted in the war waged in the informational and humani-
tarian spheres. Therefore, it is extremely important today to 
preserve Russian culture in its value integrity, defi ning the 
image of Russia as a country capable of defending its his-
tory, its vision of the future, and its sovereign right to im-
plement it.




