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THE NEXT WORLD ORDER: THE NECESSITY OF CULTURAL MULTILATERALISM

Reviewing the changes in the liberal world order, the fea-
tures of power and the civilizational paradigm of the con-
temporary era, this report anticipates the possibility of the
change in the current Liberal international order under the
leadership of the U. S. By examining the aspects of power
in the global arena and the divergence of the civilizational
paradigm, it seems that the world will face increasing inter-
national tensions and disputes in the near future. Under such
circumstances, a peaceful transition to the new world order,
would be a long shot. Using the constructivist school, this
report tries to provide a solution for a peaceful transition to
the future world order, and considers cultural multilateral-
ism as one of the requirements to this end. By respecting
other cultures, cultural multilateralism negates cultural uni-
lateralism and provides the basis for reducing identity ten-
sions and improving relations and cooperation in the world.

Signs of change in the current world order
1. Demise of Liberal International Order

After the end of the Second World War, the United States
established the world order and its main governance insti-
tutions based on the liberal international order, and after
the end of the Cold War due to the beginning of America’s
unipolar era, the liberal order became the world order. But
now there are signs of the demise of the liberal world or-
der, which can be considered as the signs of the transition
of the world order.

Nationalism substitutes internationalism

As one of the foundations of the liberal international order,
free trade among the countries of the world has a significant
importance, both in the Western discourse and in the econo-
mics discipline. Despite the benefits of global trade in the
theoretical field and its promotion in the liberal internatio-
nal order, during the last two decades, there have been signs
of increasing nationalism in the world economy.? The initial
signals of shift from internationalist economy to nationalist
economy were observed in the financial crisis of 2008. To
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reduce the destructive effects of the financial crisis on their
economies, the countries of the world moved towards natio-
nalism, and economic self-reliance.’ This process continued
during following years and some of the most considerable evi-
dences were conducted by the western governments.

Experts consider the American trade war against China
to be a part of the process known as Decoupling between
the two countries, which means reducing the economic in-
terdependence of the two.* Also, Britain’s withdrawal from
the European Union was another example of weakening in-
ternationalism by Western countries.’

This trend became more obvious after the emergence of
Covid-19 pandemic. The widespread quarantine engulfed
the global economy in stagnation and unemployment, the
spillover effects of these dynamics resulted in the decrease
of global trade.® At the same time, international organiza-
tions could not assist to put an end to the crisis.” For mana-
ging the Corona crisis, Societies could not rely on interna-
tional community. All these factors led to strengthening of
nationalism in the global economy.® Due to the increasing
geopolitical tensions during recent years, it seems that the
process of expanding nationalism and weakening interna-
tionalism will continue in the future.

Erosion of international organizations and emergence
of parallel international frameworks

Today, organizations in charge of world order play a lesser
role in international relations. The United States, the guar-
dian of the liberal world order, weakened the institutions
responsible for world governance and withdrew from some
international frameworks and agreements, During Trump’s
presidency.’ One of the main manifestations for the reduc-
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tion in the power of the international organizations, is the
expansion of bilateral or multilateral relations in the frame-
works outside the institutions responsible for the world or-
der in the last decade.

2. American decline and the ambiguity
of the balance of global power

The transformation of the world order is not only happen-
ing due to the erosion of the liberal international order, but
also regarding the American decline as the guardian of the
world order and the only surviving superpower of the Cold
War, could lead to great consequences in the future of world
order in various dimensions.

Military Power

The military conflicts of the past two decades beside Amer-
ica’s failure in the West Asian wars, and Russia’s problems
in the Ukraine war, have been interpreted by some experts
as the collapse of the previous military hierarchy among na-
tions which could be regarded as a change in the paradigm
of military power.! On the other hand, the spread of new
technologies, especially cyber technologies in the world,
has produced a new generation of weapons that can disturb
the strategic balance.? All these factors make the future of
military dynamics more ambiguous, hence complicating the
prediction of military conflicts.

Economic power and dimensions related to it

The reduction of the U. S. role in the world economy and
the increasing economic power of the emerging markets, es-
pecially China, can be extended to monetary and then finan-
cial areas and affect other aspects of the world order. One
of these issues is the supremacy of the dollar as the world’s
key currency as the foundation of the world’s monetary sys-
tem and the most important currency of the international fi-
nancial system. The increasing role of China in the global
economy and international trade has caused RMB to enter
the special drawing right.> Also, the emergence of new fi-
nancial markets such as Shanghai oil market, and China’s
financial innovations can be the beginning of reducing the
prominent role of American and Western financial markets
in the world economy.* Although there is still no certain
prospect for the end of the American economic superiori-
ty or its monetary and financial components,’ the discourse
of American decline has entered the monetary and financial
disciplines, and there are predictions about the multipolar-
ity or bipolarity of the future world economy.

Technology

The beginning of the age of artificial intelligence has
changed the position of countries in the field of technolo-
gy and has disrupted the past hierarchies of knowledge be-
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tween nations. Although the U. S. still owns the best uni-
versities, best research institutes and scientific centers of
the world, rival nations are heavily investing in new tech-
nologies. Russia’s ability in cyber hacking and China’s in-
creasing ability in Al and other emerging technologies are
a source of concern for the West.°

Divergence of civilizational paradigm
of the current era

1. Decline of the West as a hegemon of civilization
Erosion of liberal democracies

For many years, liberal democracies claimed to be the most
advanced political systems, which were able to maintain
social order along with individual and civil liberties, while
at the same time providing an environment for peaceful
and stable changes. But during the last decade, Western
political systems faced many social unrests and political
tensions, which indicated the emergence of wide-ranging
crises.

Increasing social conflicts, the spread of populism, po-
litical bipolarity in western societies, are symptom of prob-
lems encountering liberal democracies such as containing
social energies and political demands of the masses, and as
a result, the erosion of the social contract.”

Unresolved issues in political economy

Globalization and the increase in international trade have
not led to the expansion of prosperity and economic oppor-
tunities for all sectors of the Western economy, during the
past years. American workers and employees continue to
live by the standards of past decades, while many lose their
jobs as globalization transfers jobs to the lower-wage coun-
tries. On the other hand, globalization has reduced costs and
increased revenues for the owners and managers of large
companies.?

Today, the American dream about opportunities for mid-
dle-class people in America and having a prosperous life
is fading.’ Dissatisfaction caused by economic inequality
and increasing class gap has led to increasing disputes over
liberal democracies. Popularity of socialism, reviewing the
role of the state in the economy, both in academic circles
and in western populist streams during the third decade af-
ter the end of Cold War, is a sign of reexamining the possi-
bility of reform of liberal democracies, and concern about
the future of this system.!”

Identity crisis in the West

Currently, the West, as the global cultural hegemon, is go-
ing through a period of very intense and social changes and
controversial identity debates. Post-Modern ideas which
during the 60s, were outside of the main frameworks of
identity, gender and lifestyle, have become the official dis-
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course of identity and life in the West, which has caused
many changes in various fields such as law, science, cul-
ture, and politics, while its impacts on the changes in other
cultures are also noticeable.! Today, identity politics in the
domestic affairs of Western countries are becoming house-
hold streams. Women, homosexuals and different identities
who consider themselves the oppressed class of the society
want to assert their rights by changing the laws and try to
advance their desired agendas by playing a greater role in
the domestic politics.?

These dynamics are in contrast with the beliefs of oth-
er sections such as religious groups, conservatives or even
those who believe in the white supremacy. The orthodox
sections of society consider legalization and expansion of
social changes a threat to their values and lifestyle.’> Up-
heavals of the recent years indicate that the reaction of the
more traditional sectors to the efforts of the liberal stream
for advancing social shifts has moved beyond academic de-
bates, and became a subject of social unrest.

Today, the West is divided over the concept of identity,
hence the West cannot be the only promoter of the identi-
ty paradigm in the world.* The demise of the western dis-
course about identity will make the discourse of identity in
the current world more divergent, and non-western inter-
pretations or other discourses will have more opportunities
for expansion.

2. Augmentation of unofficial players
and the end of the monopoly of official institutions
over the civilizational discourse

Previously, there were a few powerful institutions such as
governments or religious institutions had the required fa-
cilities and resources for creating discourse. in every socie-
ty. Discourses against the official stream did not find a win-
dow to emerge or be heard, except in the times of social ri-
ots. Today, the emergence of new technologies such as arti-
ficial intelligence and social networks has made it possible
for every citizen to produce content and promote it, and
power for promoting discourse in the contemporary world
has eliminated the monopoly of official institutions.® Dis-
sidents of the mainstream can easily create their desired
content and spread it on social networks. Therefore, citi-
zens are exposed to discourses against the mainstream more
than before.

Beyond the fact that different discourses are easi-
ly heard in the current world, what makes the contempo-
rary civilizational paradigm more scattered and ambiguous
is the power of social networks. Social networks that pro-
vide a platform for social networks that provide a platform
for disseminating different opinions are considerable pow-
erful actors in the field of discourse creation.® Due to their
policies, agenda, or even technical issues such as their al-
gorithms, they can ban content, or make a message more
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prominent.” Conflicts between countries over social net-
works are a sign of their importance in the contemporary
world and their role in international relations, and the rise
of pervasive non-western networks like TikTok will add to
the divergence of today’s civilizational paradigm. Conflicts
between states over social networks reveal the importance
of social networks in the current world and their role in in-
ternational relations. The rise of pervasive non-western net-
works such as TikTok will add to the complexities of to-
day’s civilizational paradigm.

3. Resurgence of ancient civilizations
as new civilization models

In a world where the American power is in decline, the an-
cient non-western nations, especially those who are among
the emerging economic powers, will be less willing to ac-
company the values of liberal democracy and free market,
at the cost of weakening their cultural values. Some non-
western countries, due to their strong identity, can promote
their special civilization model in the world.® Today due to
the weakness of the western civilizational discourse and
the relative reduction of American power, the great non-
western civilizations have a great opportunity for present-
ing their contemporary discourse and promoting it.

Analyzing the current status of the world

Considering the erosion of the framework of liberal inter-
national order and the signs of divergence in the interna-
tional economy, it seems the school of internationalism
can explain the future global developments less than the
era of the unipolar order under the leadership of the United
States.” The erosion of the current world order and uncer-
tainty about the balance of power, from the perspective of
the realism, would make the world more prone to spreading
chaos and increasing tension between actors. Under these
circumstances, finding a way for a peaceful transition to the
future world order is a very serious issue which contains
various dimensions.

Utilizing constructivist framework, this report examines
the cultural dimension of peaceful transition and suggests
a solution for it. Constructivism, which got academic atten-
tion in international relations at the end of the Cold War,
unlike other theories that usually consider international re-
lations as a function of material affairs, considers human
factors such as identity and culture to be the main cause
of changes in international relations.!” This school was also
able to provide a theoretical framework for explaining the
unrest after the end of the Cold War, which was articulated
by Huntington with the clash of civilizations.!!

In Huntington’s view, ideology was replaced by iden-
tity in the post-Cold War, and due to the vacuum of power
after the collapse of the communist camp, the adjacence of
different identities along with the increase in interactions in
the age of globalization, led to multiple conflicts. Hunting-
ton believed, the increasing contact between Western civi-
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lization with Islamic and Chinese civilizations would be the
constant cause of conflict, because these two civilizations,
in his analysis, were so different from Western civilization
that they could not adapt to the Western values. Thus, he
predicted that the expansion of Western civilization in the
unipolar world and its encounter with these civilizations
will eventually lead to conflict and war.!

Through the framework of the clash of civilizations,
current world status is the opposite of the situation after
the end of the Cold War. According to Huntington’s theory,
at that time, the United States as the victor of the battle of
ideologies, promoted western values and civilizational dis-
course. Eventually, the expansion of Western values and its
confrontation with Islamic and Chinese civilizations caused
more conflicts. But in the contemporary world, the decline
of the West and the erosion of its civilizational discourse
will stop the expansion of Western civilizational values in
the world. While the further divergence in the civilization-
al paradigm due to the augmentation of informal actors and
the expansion of the ancient civilizations, makes the con-
dition for amplification of identity and cultural tensions,
American decline will increase armed conflicts. These fac-
tors will lead to more instability and unrest in the world,
while the transition to a new world order in such conditions
would become more difficult without war.

Cultural multilateralism as a peaceful solution
for the transition to a new world order

The decline of Western civilization in the world and the
spread of other civilizational discourses, have provided the
conditions for increasing identity and cultural tensions in
the world. Regarding the importance of the factor of iden-
tity and culture in the current world and the divergence of
the civilizational paradigm in the current era, one cannot ex-
pect the emergence of a new, superior discourse in the near
future that can define the next civilizational paradigm.? In-
sisting on cultural unilateralism and believing in the supe-
riority of one culture over others will escalate identity ten-
sions. Therefore, the continuation of the cultural unilater-
alism of the West, will be one of the factors leading to in-
creasing conflicts in the world.

Considering the divergence of the civilizational para-
digm of the current era, cultural multilateralism can pro-
vide a solution for reducing identity tensions and a peace-
ful transition to the new world order. Cultural multilateral-
ism in international relations emphasizes the difference be-
tween the values of different nations, but unlike the Western
cultural unilateralism, which believes in the superiority of
civilization based on material progress, it believes that the
traditions, lifestyle and beliefs of all nations of the world
are respectable,’ because they have been shaped over the
millennia through trial and error of many factors. While
the experiences of imposing certain civilizational values on
the rest of the world have resulted in nothing but increas-
ing conflicts,* cultural multilateralism recommends, chang-
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ing the mentality of the actors, by which humans can live in
a more peaceful world.’

In the modern era, multilateralism has shown itself,
both in the theoretical field and in the context of rela-
tions between countries, in various situations and in re-
sponse to the needs of the global community. By the end
of the Cold War, multilateralism in the political relations
of non-Western countries such as Iran, Russia, China,
Turkey, and India have become a strategy not only for
maintaining national interests in a unipolar world but
also sometimes even for confronting the unilateralism
of the West.® The multilateralist approach of non-wes-
tern countries has had various results, one of which is
non-western international structures such as BRICS,
the Shanghai Cooperation Organization and the Belt-
Road initiative.” One of its examples in the field of theo-
ry is the dialogue among civilizations, which was pre-
sented in response to the clash of civilizations. The solu-
tion of this theory for peaceful globalization in the era of
increasing communication was that the all nations should
change their view about other civilizations and identi-
ties, and instead of struggling to impose their values on
others, or eliminate other cultures, they should be more
tolerant and try to learn from other civilizations.® Cultu-
ral multilateralism has been one of the main agendas of
the European Union. European policy makers believed
without mutual respect for different identities and values
in Europe, is the prerequisite of the monetary and legal
mechanisms of the European Union.’

Conclusion

By reviewing the signs of change in the world order and
the ambiguity of the balance of power, the increase of
unrest and armed conflicts seems probable. Also, due to
the divergence of the civilizational paradigm and the de-
cline of the Western civilizational discourse, it is antici-
pated that identity and cultural tensions will rise. Consid-
ering these factors, the peaceful transition of the world to
the future world order will be a difficult and challenging
process. Regarding the strong effect of identity and cul-
ture on international relations, in such a context, cultural
unilateralism can escalate identity and cultural differenc-
es and make civilizational conflicts more extensive. Cul-
tural multilateralism provides a solution to reduce identi-
ty and civilizational tensions, in which accepting cultur-
al and identity differences is a prerequisite for dialogue
and cooperation among all countries, as well as a prel-
ude to a peaceful transition from the current status and
the emergence of the future world order. If cultural mul-
tilateralism is accepted by the big actors of internation-
al relations, we can hope that the next fundamental de-
velopments in international relations will be smooth and
peaceful.

S Mignolo W. D. De-colonial cosmopolitanism and dialogues among civili-
zations // Routledge handbook of cosmopolitanism studies. Routledge,
2012. P. 103-118.

¢ Woods N. Multilateralism in the Twenty-First Century // Global Perspec-
tives. 2023. Ne 4 (1) : 68310.

7 Winter T. Geocultural power: China’s belt and road initiative // Geopoli-
tics. 2021. Ne 26 (5). P. 1376-1399.

§ Mignolo W. D. Op. cit.

° Carta C., Higgott R. Cultural Diplomacy in Europe between the Domestic
and the International. URL: https://brussels-school.be/publications/books/
cultural-diplomacy-europe-between-domestic-and-international (accessed:
25.05.2023).





