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BRICS AND THE ARAB WORLD

members. These are, fi rst of all, the GS states interested 
in development of cooperation with them as well as shift-
ing towards joining BRICS in future. Evidently, the conse-
quences of limitations and restrictions related to the sanc-
tions imposed by the states of the collective West against 
certain member states of the association will be overcome 
within the framework of this process. At the same time, 
BRICS membership does not suppose infringement of in-
ternational obligations undertaken by the AS. Some collec-
tive projects, including in investing, are reviewed in the re-
ports of some of the participants of the Conference. I’d like 
to mention that even those AS the status of which is de-
termined as neutral with friendly signs as the UAE. Fur-
ther in my report, I’ll speak about the Emirates as an ex-
ample of the country that did not join American and Euro-
pean sanctions against Russia, continuing their partnership 
with Russia. 

Second line: via the use of the BRICS potentialities 
for normalization and development of relations between 
the AS-members of the association, on the one side, and 
confl icting with them other states – BRICS members or 
not being BRICS members, on the other side. A lot had al-
ready been done for resolving confl ict situations and ad-
dressing confl icts even before the AS joined BRICS, but 
they will have to intensify their eff orts using new, recently 
opened opportunities in some areas and just launch them in 
some others. One should also mention that BRICS mem-
bership may help to prevent turning the existing disagree-
ments in economic, political, cultural and civilization fi elds 
into confl icts, to fi nd the necessary solutions. In this con-
text, one should mention, for example, the respective pro-
cesses in the Saudi-Iranian relations initiated and supported 
by the People’s Republic of China, though in general there 
are still unresolved issues in the relations between Iran and 
the Arab states of the Gulf. Anyway, the potential of BRICS 
in this sector may be in demand. 

Third line: via the use of BRICS potentialities for 
achieving assuredness and easing the balancing in rela-
tions with such global partners as simultaneously the Unit-
ed States (they are the guarantor of security for the UAE to 
a considerable degree, to say nothing about the role in trade 
and investments), and Russia and China, and for decrease 
of dependence on the former. 

Fourth line: via optimization of the priorities in coop-
eration with certain BRICS states on the two-way track, in-
cluding with other new partners, to achieve the maximum 

Without1pretending2to3present4a5well-grounded theoretical-
ly coverage of this topic here, I would only like to empha-
size6several lines, along which the relations of BRICS with 
the Arab world may be built and have already started forg-
ing. And they are necessary, taking into account the grow-
ing weight of this region, to form the successfully operat-
ing global economic, cultural and civilization cooperation 
platform of the countries of the Global South (GS), which 
we are speaking about. 

First line: via the process of development by the Arab 
states (AS) that joined the association (we’ll use this neutral 
word for it for a while, just for convenience) of the econo-
mic opportunities provided by membership in it, including 
participation in various integration projects. The AS such 
as Egypt, the UAE and Saudi Arabia that joined BRICS in 
the early 2024 have big economic potentialities, resources, 
developed basis and experience, and one can suppose with 
assurance that their having all that will most likely help 
the evolution of BRICS itself in deepening cooperation be-
tween the AS as well as combining their eff orts to devel-
op collective cooperation with countries not being BRICS 
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profi ts from the realized projects. Review of the UAE re-
lations as a new member of the association and India as an 
“old” member as an example gives an opportunity to show 
how successfully the asymmetry of their interests and po-
tentialities is being overcome. But before moving to this 
part of my report, I’ll touch upon several general questions. 
I’ll mention, for example, that if there are no serious dis-
agreements between member states in the fi eld of values, 
the level of dissociation in politics may be fairly high. This 
is certifi ed in particular by voting of their representatives at 
the UN General Assembly (detailed examination of this is-
sue is not one of my tasks). 

Usually the construction and real estate market (not-
withstanding several elements of overheating) is named 
among the promising fi elds of the UAE cooperation with 
other states within BRICS. Joining the association ex-
pands the horizons for investment projects and helps their 
renewal. 

As for the intensive development of relations between 
India and the UAE, it began about 10 years ago when Nar-
endra Modi became the Prime Minister of India. In 2015, he 
became the fi rst head of the Indian government in 34 years 
to visit the UAE (before that, in 1981, the country was of-
fi cially visited by Indira Gandhi). In 2015, the relations be-
tween New Delhi and Abu Dhabi were elevated to the level 
of strategic partnership, and since then the UAE have been 
one of the most often visited by Modi countries – 7 visits al-
ready (with only the United States visited more – 8 times). 
The last Modi’s visit to the UAE took place recently – on 
February 13–14, 2024. 

My colleagues studying the issues of cooperation of 
the AS that joined BRICS in the beginning of this year, 
with the founders of the association, usually attract atten-
tion to the fact that the status of strategic partnership giv-
en to them was supported by a number of agreements, one 
of the most important of which is the Comprehensive Eco-
nomic Partnership Agreement (CEPA) signed in 2022. Ac-
cording to this agreement, both countries agreed to cancel 
over 95% import duties, which led to a considerable growth 
of the two-way trade that in 2023 amounted to USD 85 bil-
lion. At the same time, the UAE supported the association’s 
trade de-dollarization course, in which trading with India 
occupied an important place. The Local Currency Payments 
(LCP) Agreement was signed with India in 2023 and al-
ready in December 2023, India confi rmed the fi rst in his-
tory settlement of payments in Rupees for the oil that came 
from the UAE. 

The two countries striving for diversifi cation of trade 
and other ties that clearly characterizes their position, did 
not limit themselves by the BRICS framework and even be-
fore that they in particular had joined another association, 
to wit I2U2 (India, Israel, UAE, USA), which had been an-
nounced in the course of the meeting of the ministers of 
foreign aff airs of the four countries in October 2021. En-
couragement of investments in such sectors as energy sec-
tor, transport, space, public health and food safety was an-
nounced as the group’s aim. Notwithstanding the versatil-
ity of the association, I2U2 was often called “The Near 
East QUAD” in foreign mass media. For some reason, this 
event did not cause a loud information resonance like in 
case of BRICS. Thus, the I2U2 project was not even men-
tioned in the course of Modi’s last visit to the UAE. By 
the way, in the course of the Indian Prime Minister’s visit, 

a bilateral investment agreement was signed, it is expect-
ed to increase the fl ow of investments from the UAE to In-
dia. Now, Abu Dhabi is becoming the fourth in size source 
of direct foreign investments into the Indian economy, and 
the BRICS organizers may enter it into the list of the asso-
ciation’s achievements. 

I’ll add that during that visit another “inter-govern-
mental framework agreement” was signed referring to 
the launched during the G20 summit in New Delhi in Sep-
tember 2023 economic corridor India – Near East – Euro-
pe. This inter-regional initiative is aimed at the integration 
of the trade routes from India to Europe via the UAE, Sau-
di Arabia, Jordan and Israel to provide a quicker transit of 
goods. 

But this agreement is a challenge for BRICS to a certain 
extent, the analytics view it as an alternative to the Chinese 
project “One Belt and One Road”. Nevertheless, it should 
be noted that the statement by the Indian minister of foreign 
aff airs after the Prime Minister’s visit as to the results, con-
tains unimportant details about certain agreements, other 
countries – participants of the project were not mentioned. 
The project as such is at the primary stage of development 
now, and the confl ict in the Near East will most likely inter-
fere with the implementation of the project. 

The general picture is improved by measures to develop 
military interactions of New Delhi and Abu Dhabi, fi rst of 
all, in maritime security in the Indian Ocean. This sector ac-
quires special importance with the deteriorating situation in 
the region as the background in the context of the going on 
war in the Gaza Strip, Houthis’ attacks on the merchantmen 
in the Red Sea and potential escalation of the confl ict and 
its expanding to the other parts of the Near East. My col-
leagues – experts in economics think that proceeding from 
this longer periods of delivery of energy resources, bigger 
expenses for charter of vessels and possible growth of oil 
prices may be a signifi cant risk for the economic growth of 
India. Because of that it is important for the country to co-
ordinate the activities with the key regional players such as 
the UAE in order to provide protection of the country’s in-
terests. 

In order to illustrate the diversifi ed approach of the two 
partners to military cooperation, one can point at the air 
force joint exercises conducted on January 23–24, 2024 
over the Arabian Sea, “Exercise Desert Knight” in which 
the Indian Air Force, French Air and Space Force and UAE 
Air Force took part. After that New Delhi and Paris came 
to an agreement to activate naval cooperation in the south-
west part of the Indian Ocean. 

When analyzing the Emirates-Indian cooperation, one 
cannot fail to take into account the fact that the 3.5-million 
Indian diaspora makes nearly 40% of the whole UAE pop-
ulation and money transfers of its representatives to India 
amounted to over USD 20 billion in 2023. 

The Emirates diplomats play an important intermediary 
role in settlements of disputes, in which some new BRICS 
members are involved. Already in 2018, before the UAE 
and Ethiopia joined the association, the Emirates helped to 
settle disagreements between Ethiopia and Eritrea. And on 
January 1, 2024, Ethiopia and Somaliland signed the agree-
ment providing Addis Ababa with the access to the Red 
Sea as an answer to Ethiopia’s acknowledgement of So-
maliland’s independence. It was offi  cially announced that 
the agreement “will strengthen security, economic and po-
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litical partnership between countries.” In the current situa-
tion, experts point at the importance of the forming condi-
tions for the further strengthening of the Abu Dhabi’s role 
in the countries of the Horn of Africa taking into account 
the exclusive relations of the UAE with Somaliland and 
their now beginning to strengthen ties with Ethiopia. 

The reviewed material allows to judge the giant de-
velopment potential that BRICS has and the advantag-

es the GS states received from its strengthening and ex-
panding, in particular, the Arab world states. The as-
sociation gives its members an opportunity to conduct 
sovereign independent policy and increases the attrac-
tiveness of membership in BRICS as well as helps eco-
nomic growth and preservation of the uniqueness and 
originality, cultural and civilization identity of its mem-
ber states. 




